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1. What is Adventure Racing?

Popularised by television coverage of Mark Burnett’s Eco Challenge events, Adventure Racing (AR) is no longer an obscure extreme sport. In a classical sense, adventure racing is a multi-discipline, multi-day sport where competitors compete in teams of four, navigating from checkpoint to checkpoint to cover vast areas in a number of disciplines. Short and sprint categories now exist, luring those hesitant adventurers out for a morning or day of gloriously dirty off-road fun.

Disciplines frequently include: Mountain biking, kayaking, abseiling, orienteering and hiking. Each event will differ from the next and could include any of the following: kloofing, caving, swimming (river/sea/lake), coasteering, rock climbing, traversing, sea kayaking, obstacles, white water rafting, and snow/ice/glacier crossing. This is the charm of the sport – each event location is unique and it is up to the creativity of the race organiser to exploit the environment by incorporating unusual disciplines.

Teams are expected to navigate using a compass and 1:50 000 topographical maps. GPS assisted navigation is not allowed. This is where the whole strategy aspect of adventure racing comes in. Like the hare and tortoise, just because you’re fast and strong, it doesn’t mean you will do well. You have to be clever. Teams often get lost through inexperience, bad decisions, and they often discover that shortcuts are not always what they appear to be.

Teams are required to check in at passport control (PC) points between discipline transitions, where they have their passports checked by race officials. This keeps track of where the team is on the course and provides navigation points or places they have to locate.

The racers are supported by their own seconding team who, they may not see for a day or more. The seconds meet them at a designated transition points. Here the team refills their supplies, changes clothing and gear. I.e. collect bicycles or boats and sleeps, if necessary. Sleep plays a major role in this sport- the less, the better. But no matter what your fitness, the distance over which you race or the level at which you compete, there is one common rule, teams are required to complete the entire race distance together, helping and assisting each other.

Adventure racing is about team work, not individual achievement.

2. Adventure race classification

Adventure races are divided into the following types of events:

*
Sprint Races

- Distance 25-35km, taking 2-4 hours

*
Short Courses 
- Distance 65-130km, taking 6-18 hours

*
Classic 
  
- Distance 180-350km, taking 24-48 hours

*
Expedition       
- Distance 350k+, taking 3 days or more to complete

Expedition Adventure Racing is usually self-sufficient, where team race for multiple days, carrying all food and compulsory equipment with them. Shorter races tend in most cases to have a support crew with the race who are responsible for transporting the team’s food and equipment by vehicle to the start of discipline transitions. 
3. Who are Team Red Ants?
Team Red Ants were formed almost 8 years ago, and within a couple of years became one of South Africa’s top 5 adventure racing teams. The team is one of only a couple of teams that have stayed together as a squad and has not split up throughout the years of competing. This unity has meant that the Team is a sold racing entity, understanding each others needs and forming a cohesive unit when racing at the sharp end of the field. The team however took somewhat of a sabbatical from racing in 2008 and 2009, due to various team members focussing on National mountain biking, road running, National triathlon series and overseas travel. 

The Team once again reformed in January 2010 and has amassed a few stunning results in their come-back year. Team Red Ants can most certainly be considered one of South Africa’s top 3 teams in 2010, having finished consistently in the top 3 of every race in 2010 and consistently in the top 5 for many years. In 2010, the Team has achieved no less than 6 overall first place finishes with 3 1st place category finishes in 2010.  

The squad members for 2011 are Brian Gardner, Nicky Booyens, Alex Wagner, Gerrard Booyens, Garry Townsend and Ryan Hodierne. Team Red Ants are fortunate to have a very experienced manager, Walter Dhooge, who has been involved with the Team in a supporting role for many years. 
Meet the Team: 
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Nicky Booyens, who at the height of 1,48m never stops amazing people with her incredible performances. This has also led to her becoming one of the most popular faces on the TV screens during adventure racing and mountain biking productions.  She is one of the most experienced female racers in the country as has a track record which includes numerous top 3 places in races across the country, as well as a 2nd at Dragons Revenge and Swazi Extreme. Nicky has represented South Africa at the World Mountain Biking championships in France, has completed 3 Cape Epic’s and is regular member of the Gauteng mountain biking team. 
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Garry Townsend has been participating in the sport since its inception in SA in 1998. He has won adventure racers such as Swazi-Extreme and finished in the top 3 in other major racers in SA. As one of the team’s main navigators, Garry’s strength is on his feet, as he has come from a running background where he achieved many silver medals in ultra-distance running. Garry has proved himself on the Orienteering scene and has become well respected as an experienced racer. Garry is the owner and director of a private Adventure Tourism company. 

Gerrard Booyens is a man that is not only a physical workhorse but also a lateral thinker in the team. He has a mountain biking pedigree that has helped him achieve numerous top 10 finishers in mountain biking across SA. He is also a very experienced adventure racer who has won events such as the Swazi-Extreme and finished in the top 3 on many occasions. 

Having been part of the team since its inception 8 years ago, Brian Gardner has participated in many races in South Africa with the team throughout the years, including: The Bull of Africa, Surf to Rock, Singletrack Mania, South African Opens AR, and has 4 Swazi Extreme finishes under his belt. With a strong mountain biking, cross- country running and mountaineering background, Brian is a physical workhorse in the team, and navigator. 

Ryan Hodierne comes from an athletics and X-terra background, making him an all round strong competitor with a strong mental attitude. Ryan is a strong mountain biker, and has attained many top 20 finishes at endurance mountain bike events around South Africa. Ryan has raced overseas at a 600km race in Portugal and brings great international experience to the squad. He has experience racing with some of SA’s other top teams, and also actively participates in many triathlon events across the country, achieving top 5 positions in his age group at every event. Ryan achieved a 4th place at the 2009 Southern Storm extreme off road Duathlon.
Alex Wagner is a seasoned adventure racer, with numerous podium finishes to his name in 6 years of adventure racing. Alex has a solid orienteering background, and brings a light-hearted yet competitive attitude to the team when training or racing. Alex prides himself on having a 100% finishing rate in all forms of Adventure Racing.

4. 2010 and other previous racing results

	Date
	Distance
	Race (and area)
	Result

	Feb-10
	55km
	Diamond Dash AR (Cullinan Area, Gauteng)
	1st mixed team, 2nd overall

	Mar-10
	80km
	Ystervark AR (Nkwe - Pretoria East)
	1st overall 

	Mar-10
	25km
	Kinetic Sprint AR (Avianto - Muldersdrift)
	1st overall 

	Apr-10
	25km
	Spur AR sprint (Groenkloof, Pretoria)
	1st overall

	May-10
	24 hour MTB
	Southern Skies 24hr Mountain bike race
	1st placed mixed team

	May-10
	20km
	Kinetic Sprint AR (Jackal Creek - Northriding)
	1st overall

	Jun-10
	138km
	Kinetic Full moon AR - (Bronkhorstspruit Dam)
	1st overall

	Jul-10
	50km
	Diamond Dash AR #2 (Cullinan Area, Gauteng)
	1st overall

	Jul-10
	25km
	Kinetic Sprint AR (Paddle Power - Hartees)
	1st mixed team, 3rd overall

	Aug-10
	450km
	Swazi Extreme PRO AR (Big Bend - Swaziland)
	2nd official team

	Aug-10
	120km
	Kinetic Full moon AR - (Vaal Dam)
	2nd overall


Other results and achievements over the years
In 2007, Team Red Ants was voted South African Adventure Racing Team of the year by GoMulti Magazine, South Africa’s largest multisport magazine.
Various other results from 2004 to 2009 include:
	Date
	Distance
	Race
	Result

	Jul- 2004
	150km
	Tenby AR
	1st

	Nov - 2004
	30km
	Liqui Fruit AR
	1st

	Jan - 2006
	30km
	Nike adventure sprint 2006
	1st

	Mar - 2006
	65km
	Darkzone 14hr Extreme adventure
	1st pair

	Mar - 2006
	100km
	DueSouth Adventure Quest
	2nd

	Apr - 2006
	250km
	Swazi Extreme
	3rd

	Apr - 2007
	300km
	Swazi Extreme
	2nd

	Sept - 2007
	250km
	Single track Mania AR
	3rd


The Team has always worked hard in both training and racing, and the results have shown over the years, including the two 2nd places, 3rd and 4th places achieved at Africa’s toughest and biggest adventure race, the Swazi- Extreme. Further testament to the work ethic and commitment by all members of the team is the 6 1st place overall finishes in 2010, and never falling outside of the top 3 overall in 2010.
5. Team Red Ants proposed Race Calendar 2011
The 2011 calendar has already been published for most of the South African races. Although this list below is not an exhaustive list of all sorter (sprint) events, this calendar shows the 5 main races that Team Red Ants have selected to focus on for 2011. 

For the 1st time in 8 years of racing, and in preparation for arguably the biggest race in Africa in 2011, the Expedition Africa, Team Red Ants will be travelling overseas to Argentina in February 2011 to compete at the Tierra Viva AR in Argentine Patagonia. (www.tierraviva.com.ar) 
	Date
	Race (and area)
	Race distance

	20-27 February 
	Tierra Viva AR (Argentina) 
	450km

	25-27 March
	Kinetic Double Moon AR (area TBC)
	250km

	7-15 May
	Expedition Africa (Western Cape)
	500km

	13-14 August
	Kinetic Full Moon AR #1 (area TBC)
	130km

	14-15 October
	Kinetic Full Moon AR #2 (area TBC)
	130km


6. Team Goals and aspirations for 2011
Having had a very successful year of AR in 2010, Team Red Ants hope to emulate their achievements well into 2011, and hope to achieve a podium position at every South African race in 2011. 

The Tierra Viva AR in Argentina will be a test of both physical and mental endurance, and a top 5 position is certainly not out of the Teams’ reach. The aim of participating at an international race in 2011 is to get valuable international experience with the end goal of qualifying for AR World Championships at the end of 2012.
7. Sponsorship opportunities
Sponsorship of an AR team can take on many different forms, from monetary to equipment or media coverage. Adventure Racing is a sport that has grown tremendously in the last few years, as more and more adventure and outdoor sports enthusiasts are looking for different avenues of enjoying the outdoors.

Adventure Racing is a multi discipline sport and there are many facets to AR that a potential sponsor can provide for. These various facets include:

· Title sponsorship: This sponsorship is predominantly for companies (or individuals) who can contribute financially to the team. A financial involvement in the team would be in the form of contributing to entry fees and/or travel expenses for races. A title sponsorship would give the sponsor naming right of the Team. This sponsorship could also include the printing of sponsored clothing, which can include race and casual clothing, thereby giving the title sponsor more exposure at events.

· Equipment sponsor: As adventure racing is such a diverse and multi-disciplinary sport, there is a large amount of varied equipment that is used. Some of this equipment includes hiking poles, head lamps, bike lights, trail-running shoes, mountain bikes, backpacks, boats, paddles, dry-bags etc… An equipment sponsor could provide the team with the necessary equipment, or provide the equipment at cost. 
· Product sponsor: Product sponsorship is usually in the form of consumable products that are used for training and racing. These types of products can include, but are not limited to; energy drinks, energy food (bars, gels etc…), sun cream, professional bike servicing and batteries.

· Media sponsor: Over the years, a number of outdoor and adventure magazines have hit the shelves on the South African market, and this is an ideal way of giving sponsors good exposure in the print media. Media sponsorship would ideally come from magazines and websites that could offer free or discounted coverage. Coverage could include the printing and publishing of race reports, photos and product/equipment reviews in the magazines and online.  
8. Previous team sponsors
The name “Team Red Ants” was borne about eight years ago after a very successfully sponsorship stint with the British Mountain Company, Karrimor. 
After a number of years of Karrimor sponsorship, the team then raced as an un-sponsored team, but soon became known as one of South Africa’s top AR teams, consistently finishing within the top 5 of every race entered. This secured them a full sponsorship from Sandown Mitsubishi Motors in Sandton. The Team was known as “Team Sandown Mitsubishi Red Ants”, until the sponsorship contract between the Team and Mitsubishi South Africa expired. Due to various constraints within the management of Mitsubishi South Africa, the sponsorship agreement could not be renewed, and has thus been cancelled.
Team Red Ants was previously sponsored by Ultimate Sports Nutrition (USN), and received nutritional supplements and energy drinks at greatly discounted rates. USN was the title sponsor of another top South African adventure racing team, and thus Team Red Ants did not receive any cash sponsorship from them.
Team Red Ants was also sponsored by Bruce Reyneke Cycles in Pretoria. The Team received discounted mountain bike parts, spares and accessories from Bruce’s, as well as greatly discounted bike servicing and maintenance from them. 

In 2006, Team Red Ants were fortunate to have Adventure Inc. onboard as a sponsor. Adventure Inc. are an industry leader in South Africa and are importers of various outdoor adventure equipment including Black Diamond, Buff and Montrail. The team did not receive monitory sponsorship from Adventure Inc., but did however make use of the various outdoor products and accessories that they imported, including trail-running shoes, headlamps, backpacks and hiking poles.
9. Return on sponsorship investment

The following opportunities for title sponsorship exposure are available:

Naming rights of the team (Full Title sponsorship). Over the years, the “Red Ant” brand has become synonymous with the team and its members. To this extent, the “Red Ants” names will be held in the title name of the team. For example, when the team was sponsored by Sandown Mitsubishi in 2005 and 2006, they were known as “Team Sandown Mitsubishi Red Ants”. 
Coverage on the International Adventure Racing stage at Tierra Viva AR

Coverage on the team’s official website: www.teamredants.co.za as well as on the South African Adventure Racing website, www.ar.co.za, www.gomulti.co.za and other adventure websites
Brand exposure in the adventure sports industry at adventure events 
Branding of teams clothing and equipment, giving the sponsor exposure at races that team members participate at. 
Television coverage on those races which receive coverage. In 2007, Team Red Ants featured exclusively on a 30 minute Adventure Program on Supersport, giving the teams sponsors at the time 30 minutes on International television. 
Reports and articles will be provided to relevant print media, when and where possible (Reports have in the past been published in Do It Now Adventure and lifestyle Magazine)
Reports and articles will be given to websites such as www.ar.co.za,      www.adventurezone.co.za as well as being posted onto the teams own website, www.teamredants.co.za.  

The Team Red Ants profile, along with previous race reports, results, and photos can all be accessed on the Teams official website. 


A permanent adventure racing section will be dedicated to promoting 
the team on www.adventurelifestyles.co.za this site is also linked to 
various tourism related sites, and will be linked to all our sponsors’ sites.

When participating in individual events, team members may participate in sponsors branded clothing. These are events such as mountain biking, canoeing, road running, orienteering and trail running. These events are all covered by various media such as television and print media. 

The sponsor will also be provided with photos and reports after each race that they can use as promotional material.


The team members will also attempt to make themselves available for 
any type of promotion that the sponsor wishes for them to attend.

Team Red Ants are a competitive team and have made a name for themselves in the South African Adventure Racing circles over the last few years, and intend to continue racing at the top level of the sport for many years to come. We feel strongly that any sponsorship partnership would benefit both sides, and help both sides increase their exposure in the adventure and outdoor sport industry in South Africa.
10. Team contact details:

Please feel free to contact us for further information or to discuss this sponsorship proposal.

Brian Gardner. Email: briangardner@mweb.co.za, Cell: 083 564 9445 

Nicky Booyens: Email: gerbou@netactive.co.za. Cell: 072 235 5150
Please visit our website, www.teamredants.co.za, for more information, race reports, results and photos.
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