Organizers Race Report: Team Red Ants Adventure Sprint # 1 (1 April 2007)
With the unseasonably heavy rain which fell in Gauteng last week, we were all praying for a sunny day for the first Red Ants Adventure sprint race at Nkwe Pleasure Resort, just east of Pretoria, on Sunday the 1st of April. Thankfully the Sun Gods prevailed and we were greeted with a VERY warm and clear day!

As the day dawned, teams of 2, 3 and 4 started arriving at registration, in nervous anticipation of what lay ahead on April Fools day! The racing was sure to be hard and fast at the head of the field, with some of South Africa’s top Adventure Racing and triathlon names making an appearance. 

The race start saw an awesome turnout of 59 teams, (129 racers) take off on a quick run across old agricultural fields to collect a short piece of string, which was tied onto a fence some 500 meters away. On returning to the start, pairs had to tie their ankles together and do a 200 meter 3 legged race, which made for some very hilarious sideline viewing, seeing people stumbling and falling all over the place! Once that short (foolish…) task was completed, it was onto the MTB’s for a 24 km cycle trough the agricultural holdings and koppies of the Bronberg mountains. 

Very soon a select group of teams broke away, and were pounding on the peddles, not to let anyone make the break. The MTB was tougher than we as organizers had expected, especially as the day was warming up very quickly. Teams had a pre-plotted map to navigate off, as well as rally type route directions of the whole route, which was made more challenging by some teams that could not navigate, nor read English very well… I can just imagine how much fun these guys had! Anyway… teams collected 5 CP’s on the bike leg, and instead of “clipping” at each CP on the passport, (the conventional way), they had to collect “klippies” (small painted stones…) at each CP. The MTB route took teams along district roads, rocky jeep track and a small section of pretty fast single track, all winding through agricultural land, crossing the Bronberg Mountains, and making its way back to the bike/ hike transition at Nkwe! Some teams went slightly off track at the end due to some drunken campers in the camp site turning arrow boards the wrong way! Sorry guys, we will bring the Army in to sort out these issues next time!! 
The Race was tight at the front, with Team32 (Rynard van Hoven and Charl Keet) and Team Being3 (Philip Swanepoel and Hanlie Booyens), neck-n-neck at the bike drop point. The running leg was all on Nkwe property, taking teams to the top of two koppies with spectacular views. The “running” leg was certainly NOT a run, it was a very technical hike, with lots of rock hopping and tree dodging… with of course some running in between all of that! On this leg, teams collected sweets at each point, for some much needed energy to tackle the last small water section and “kloofing” to the finish.

After what ALL teams described as a VERY hot and sweaty hiking leg, they were greeted with a short dam swim at the end of it, culminating in a rope exercise where you had to pull yourself along the rope, touch the bunting half way along the rope and drop into the water, followed by some rock scrambling and a small (or not so small for some…) 2 meter cliff jump! From there the teams “kloofed” down the Pienaar’s river to the finish, with only one last obstacle of crawling through a water pipe to contend with, before collecting your Easter egg and crossing the finish line! Congratulations to Team Being3 (Philip and Hanlie) who fought off a spirited challenge by Rynard and Charl to clinch 1st place by a mere 15 seconds… Well done to everyone who completed the course, every single team that started finished with a smile! This Course was certainly a little challenging, however we hope to see all of you again at our next sprint on the 19th of May! 
The top 10 Teams over the line were as follows: Detailed results will be on our website soon.
1        1:49:02                Being3 (Mixed 2)
2        1:49:20               Team32 (Male 2)
3        1:58:22               Jeep Voetsek (Male 2)
4        1:59:32                Cyanosis (Mixed 2)
5        2:02:53               Baldie and Baardman (Male 2)
6        2:08:23               Jim West (Mixed 2)
7        2:25:02               Squeaky Wheel (Mixed 2)
8        2:36:24               Nuts and Bolts (Male 2)
9        2:37:07               Kamakazi's (Male 2)
10       2:43:01               Where the hell is North (Mixed 2)
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The winners in each category were:

1st Mixed and overall winners: Team Being3 (Hanlie Booyens and Philip Swanepoel)

2nd Mixed: Team Cyanosis (Carla Germishuys and ARrie de Swardt)

3rd Mixed: Team Jim West (Rika Viljoen and Richard Kolbe)

1st Male: Team 32 (Rynard van Hoven and Charl Keet)

2nd Male: Team Jeep Voetsek (Piers Pirow and Philip van der Leeuw)

3rd Male: Team Baldie and Baardman (Wouter Le Roux and Herman Raath)

1st Female: Team Chaos (Carlien de Bruyn and Alisa Schutte)

2nd Female: Team D&D Kinder Joy (Thursia Hardenburg and Daleen van Staden)

3rd Female: Team Kreature.co.za (Pam Goulding and Louren Greef)
A HUGE thank you must go to all our prize sponsors for this event: Adventure Inc, Montrail, Buff, Body Glide, Black Diamond, Gidgits and Bruce Reyneke Cycles for sponsoring some awesome prizes, as well as Outdoor Medical who provided professional medical backup for the event. Our thanks also to Hennie Annandale and his crew from Nkwe Pleasure Resort for allowing us to use such a great venue, we’ll certainly be back next year! 
… We’re glad to report that no fools were made of anyone on race day, and that no animals (including Easter Bunnies) were harmed before, during or after the race…  

Happy Easter!

Team Adventure Inc. Red Ants
www.teamredants.co.za
www.adventureinc.co.za
Sponsored by: Montrail, Buff, Julbo eyewear, Black Diamond, Body Glide, USN and Bruce Reyneke Cycles.  

